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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE CELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

Fr. Brottier's Cause
As we mentioned briefly in our last issue, the Holy
See promulgated on 13 Jan. the decree recognizing
the heroicity of the virtues of Fr. Daniel Brattier. (The
title of ·Venerable· used to go with this, but it is no
longer employed.) The announcement was made in
L 'Osservatore Romano but the actual text of the decree has not yet been published. In the meantime we
can congratulate the postulator, Fr. Marcel Martin,
C.S.Sp., on this important step forward in the cause,
which was opened in Paris in 1946, ten years after Fr.
Brottier's death, and moved to Rome in 1956. The
official introduction of the Apostolic Process was
signed by Pope John XXIII in 1961 .
It should not be too long before Fr. Brattier is beatified, as there have been many exceptional cures
attributed to his intercession . If two of these are
accepted by the Holy See as meeting the standards
required for miracles, it might even be necessary to
ask for an indult to proceed to the beatification before
the stipulated 50 years after death - which would be
in 1986.
(By way of comparison, Fr. Laval's virtues were

Dakar : The cathedral of the ' Souvenir Africain '

Bishop Hyacinthe Jalabert, who asked Fr. Brottier
to undertake the project of the 'Souvenir Africain ·,
was mentioned by Archbishop Tchidimbo in his homily at the Genera/ate on the Feast of Feb. 2nd this year.
As is well known, Bishop Ja/abert and 15 other Spiritans died at sea in the wreck of the 'Afrique' on 12
Jan. 1920. When the news reached Senegal, a
young mother promised that her next child, if a boy,
would be named Hyacinthe in memory of the Bishop.
The boy that was born to her on 2 Feb. 1921 is now
Cardinal Hyacinthe Thiandoum, Bishop Ja/abert's successor as Archbishop of Dakar.

recognized as heroic in 1972 and his
took
beatification
place in 1979, after
a six-month postponement due to
the death of Pope
John Paul I. Fr. Libermann 's virtues,
on the other hand,
were recognized as
heroic in 1910, but
his cause has remained blocked for
lack of miracles.)

* * *
Fr. Brottier's life
is well known in the
Fr. Daniel Brottier
Congregation but,
for those who have
not got it at hand, it
may be well to recall its main lines.
He was born on 7 Sept. 1876 at La Ferte-SaintCyr in the Loire Valley and from his childhood it was
clear that with his remarkable gifts of intellect and
character, he would be outstanding in whatever career he chose.
He was ordained at the age of 23 for the Diocese
of Blois and was assigned to the teaching staff of the
College of Pontlevoy. There he felt the call of the foreign missions and at the age of 26 he entered the
Spiritan novitiate at Orly. The following year (1903)
he was on his way to Senegal, where for eight years
he worked in Saint-Louis. Though a successful and
energetic missionary, he was sent back to France in
1911 for medical treatment and told that his constitution was not suited to the tropics.
Bishop Jalabert, the Vicar Apostolic of Senegambia, decided that his talents should not be lost to Senegal and asked him to launch a fund in France for the
construction of a cathedral in Dakar that would serve
as a memorial (the 'Souvenir Africain ') for French
men and women who had died in Africa . Fr. Brattier
threw himself wholeheartedly into the project and, being the publicist that he was, he soon had support for
it throughout the country. The work went ahead after the War, with its scope enlarged to include the
memory of the Africans who had given their lives for
France in it, and, by a strange providence, the day of
the cathedral's consecration by Cardinal Verdier of
Paris (2 Feb. 1936) was Fr. Brattier' s last day at work
- on the following day he took to bed with the illness
from which he was to die four weeks later.

That is to anticipate, however, and the years
1914-18 saw him engaged in quite a different activity. As soon as war was declared he. volunteered for
service as a front-line chaplain, and he spent the four
years in the trenches, receiving no fewer than six citations .for bravery and ending the war with the 'croix
de guerre · and the medal of the Legion of Honour.
As soon as the war was over, he launched the
national union of former combatants, with the motto
· United as at the Front', and this soon became a
force in French society, with a membership of over
600,000.
In 1923 Fr. Brottier was asked to take over the
work with which his name will be forever linked: the
This had been
Orphan Apprentices of Auteuil.
founded in 1866 by a diocesan priest, Fr. Roussel,
and in 1923 there were 175 apprentices to be looked
after. Fr. Brottier gave himself completely to the task
and by the time he died 13 years later he was caring
for 1,408 apprentices - 350 at Auteuil itself, 608 in
eight other orphanages, and 450 in private families in

the country. (Today there are 3,400 apprentices in
22 houses.)
Fr. Brottier attributed his protection during the war
to the intercession of St. Theresa of Lisieux, and he
built at Auteuil the first chapel dedicated to her (in
1925, the year of her canonization). · The shrine attracted the support of the numerous devotees of St.
Theresa and helped greatly in making Auteuil known
and in raising the large sums necessary for the orphans.
When he died, at the age of 59, on 28 Feb. 1936,
Fr. Brottier was mourned not only by his apprentices
but by an enormous number of well-wishers who had
come to appreciate the goodness of heart with which
he had tried to help those in need. More than 15,000
people queued up to pay their last respects, and Cardinal Verdier paid tribute to him in a moving homily.
It was not long before graces and extraordinary cures
began to be attributed to him, and numerous requests
led to the opening of his cause.

At Auteuil today
The following extract from a recent Auteuil newsletter gives an idea of some of the needs to be
met:
The 1982-83 school year finds our houses once more bursting at the seams in an effort to cope with the countless
cases of hardship ...
At the main Auteuil house we have 340 apprentices, of 32 nationalities! The Director knows that they are too
many, that it's unreasonable, but, faced with certain situations, his heart gives in when his reason would say no.
Two boys, aged 14 and 15, one black and the other white, friends of each other, present themselves at his office.
"We would like to enter your school, " they say. "Do your parents want it?" "Our P,arents don't know what to do
with us and aren't interested. We were not able to get into our local trade school. " 'But why do you want to come
here 7" The black boy replies: "During the holidays I read a book about Fr. Brattier. It said that he took in boys like us
to teach them a trade. It gave the address of this house and we thought that this must be the place for us. " Naturally
we kept them.
Another day, as the Director was coming home at 9 p.m., he met a 14-year-old boy waiting at the gate. "What
are you doing here?" "I'm waiting for my brother. He told me to wait for him here. He said he would ask the
Director to take me, but he hasn't come yet. " "Where are you going to sleep tonight?" "I don't know. " "Come in.
I'm the Director. I'll get you a bed and tomorrow we'll talk to your brother." The brother, from Benin, came the
following day, and the boy has stayed with us . ..

Back to Angola
In spite of the difficult conditions in Angola, missionaries are returning to work there.
In our last issue we mentioned Fr. Antonius van
Horrik, who returned with an artificial leg after losing
his right leg in a guerrilla attack. In an interview in the
Portuguese Province's magazine Encontro, he said
that he did not feel that he was being particularly
brave: .. It's a question of friendship," he said. "We
must live through our difficult moments together. I
don't think I ought to give up now. I am not afraid. I
have always been prudent and will be even more so
now... He thinks that the lorry he was driving was
fired on by mistake when he was hit. Normally it was
recognized and respected, but on that day he had had
to remove its old canvas covering. Of his eight passengers, three lay people were killed and a Sister was
badly wounded.
Fr. Abflio de Sousa Ribas, who returned on 23
Nov., has shown similar courage, for in 1980 he had
been seriously injured when the car in which he was
travelling was blown up by a mine. (The two other
Spiritans in the car with him on that occasion also
continued to work in Angola until they were recently
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recalled to Portugal: Fr. Jose Castro
de Oliveira, who
had also been seriously injured, as director of philosophers, and Fr. Manuel Goncalves as
Vice-Provincial for
Formation).
Going back to
Angola
on
the
same day with Fr.
de Sousa Ribas
was Fr. Casimiro
Pinto de Oliveira,
who had been out
of Angola for eight
years, the last six
of them as ProvinFr. A. van Horrik
cial of Portugal.
Though his parents are both very old, they approved
of his decision to go back to Angola on the comple-

tion of his term as Provincial. (Another former Provincial, Fr. Amadeu Martins, also went to work in
Angola last year).
Spiritans in Angola now number 76: 60 Fathers,
10 Brothers and 6 scholastics. Of these, 44 are Portuguese, 13 Angolan, 10 Dutch, and the remaining 9
from England, France, Ireland, Spain and Belgium. In
1974 there had been 241 Spiritans in Angola .
Fr. Jose Maria Pereira, who died in Brazil on 22
Nov. at the age of 69, is mourned in Angola as one of

Statistics for Young Provinces
and Foundations
:rhe following were the figures for the
new Foundations and the Provinces of Nigeria East and Angola on 1 Jan. 1983.
For Angola, only Angolan-born members
are counted in the table. Bishop Nwedo
in Nigeria and Bishop Clemente Neto in
Brazil are counted among the priests.

the chief workers in the field of Catholic communications. He arrived in Angola in 1942, was editor of
the national Catholic newspaper O Apostolado from
1947-54, and in 1954 he founded Radio Ecclesia and
ran it until it was confiscated by the State in 1975.
The Church in Angola was honoured by having
one of its local Archbishops raised to the rank of Cardinal at a Consistory on 2 Feb.: Cardinal Alexandre do
Nascimento, Archbishop of Lubango, who was in the
news last year when he was kidnapped for several
weeks by guerrillas.

Schols.

Total

N .
Pre-Nov.
ovices 1st cycle Total

Frs.

Bros.

Nigeria East
Angola

68
6

5
1

71
6

144
13

14

-

13

East Afr. Fdn.
Cent. Afr. Fdn.
West Afr. Fdn.
Puerto Rico
Brazil
Indian Oc. Fdn.

10
3

1
1

19
6
11
6
5

30
11
6
21

11
4

-

10
5
5
3
2
6

235

45

Total

-

-

-

-

-

99

12

124

12

-
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Prof.

10

-

158
26

5

51
19
16
19
39
11

59

339

-

10
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News Items
Decisions of the General Council

Indian Ocean

On 18 Jan., the General Council appointed Fr. Vincent
GRIFFIN as Principal Superior of Makurdi for a three-year
term beginning on 3 Jan . 1983.
On 11 Feb. , the General Council appointed Fr. John HOGAN as Director of the West African Foundation for a
three-year term beginning on 11 Feb . 1983.

The three Major Superiors of the Indian Ocean region Frs. Roger Billy (Madagascar), Marius Philipona {Reunion) and
Eamonn Mansfield (Mauritius) - met in Saint-Denis {Reunion)
from 24-30 January.

On 9 March, the General Council confirmed the election of
Fr. Gerhard STEFFEN as Principal Superior of Southern Africa for a three-year term beginning on 9 March 1983.

Regional meeting of Central Africa
The Ma/·or Superiors of the Central African region held
their annua meeting at the Benedictine monastery of Mount
Febe, Yaounde, from 9-12 Nov. Taking part were Frs. Leon
Aman (Yaounde), Martin van Moorsel (Douma), Yves Gautier
(RCA), Joseph Wollenschneider (Congo) and Lucien Fischer
(Gabon), along with Frs. Joseph Gross (Generalate), Fran<;:ois
Nicolas {France), Rene Charrier (CAF novice master) and Paul
Mekouawa (representing the young CAF Fathers).
The first two of the four days were days of recollection
and sharing, animated by Fr. Alphonse Gilbert, on the role of
District Superiors. On the two business days, attention was
focussed mainly on the Central Africari Foundation (CAF). It
was decided that a Spiritan house would be built near the
Bangui philosophy seminary for the first-cycle students, who
would do their courses there (four are already at the Bangui
seminary this year, while the six theologians attend the Brazzaville seminary). The three young Fathers of the Foundation are working in Bafia Diocese {Cameroon), and a suggestion was made to the General Council for the first appointments of the two young men (both from Equatorial Guinea)
to be ordained this year. Spiritan animation in the Districts
was discussed and suggestions were made for future visits
by the Generalate Team. The next meeting will be held in
Libreville {Gabon) from 7a 11 Nov. this year.

They visited the novitiate at Saint-Gilles-les-Hauts, where
they were impressed with the progress of the first six novices of the Foundation. The profession date has been fixed
for 11 August. There will be no novitiate for the next two
years, but it is hoped to have another in 1985, as there are
already five more candidates {three from Madagascar and
one each from Reunion and Mauritius). For the theological
studies of the present novices after profession, it was decided that they would go to the London Missionary Institute
and that they would be accompanied by a director from the
Foundation at least for an initial period . Fr. Gerard Genoud
was chosen as bursar for the Foundation.
Animation in the three Districts was also discussed. In
Madagascar and Reunion this is taking the form of preparation for District Chapters, due to be held next year.

Makurdi
The District was visited by Fr. General and Fr. Gross from
14 Dec . to 8 Jan. The District Chapter was held from 2-8
Jan . and at the beginning of it Fr. General announced that Fr.
Vincent Griffin had been chosen as District Superior by the
General Council on the basis of the voting in the District. Fr.
Griffin subsequently announced the members of his Council
after a consultative vote: Frs. J. Groves {1st Asst.), P. Gaffney, P. Foley, A. Fraser and P. Marsh. While stress was put
on the urban apostolate and the spiritual care of youth, the
Chapter considered first evangelization as the District's main
priority. It gave its full support, therefore, to its members
working in the neighbouring Diocese of Yola, where there is
urgent first evangelization to be done.
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Kongolo / East African Foundation
There are two Zaireans who are now members of the
East African Foundation: a first-year theologian at Nairobi
and a Brother at Usa River. Another Zarrean candidate will
go to Usa River in July for a preparatory year, during which
he will study English before going on to philosophy (at Usa
River there are 24 candidates for the Foundation doing their
last two years of secondary studies). Fr. Daniel Bouju, of
the District of Kongolo, has been assigned to the Foundation
and from August he will begin teaching at the joint house of
philosophy to be run by the Spiritans and the White Fathers
at Kahangala (Mwanza, Tanzania). He has been in Usa River
since January. Last year three Tanzanian scholastics of the
Foundation were at Kabongo, in the Diocese of Kongolo, in
June-July for a period of missionary training. It was considered a worthwhile experience and will be repeated this
year.

Ethiopia (U.S./Dutch Group)
Frs. Vincent Stegman and Ton Leus moved into their new
house at Doqolle (built largely by themselves) at the beginning of December and will begin evangelizing the Borana
people in that area. At Dadim, the small Christian community, baptized at Easter last year, remains faithful and interested in their religion. Two Medical Missionaries of Mary
opened a clinic at Dadim in September, so the team is now
able to offer medical help as well as the two primary schools
and the religion teaching.

Southern Africa
A novitiate was opened at Glen Ash on 1 Feb., with a
single novice under the direction of Fr. Heinrich Kuckertz.
There are also six aspirants, and two more are expected
soon.
The District had a severe setback on 2 March, when its
Principal Superior, Fr. Peter Steinbrecher, 54, was drowned
while swimming at a beach near Durban with relatives who
had gone out to South Africa for a holiday. Fr. Steinbrecher
had worked in the Diocese of Bethlehem from 1956-70,
before returning to Germany, where he worked with 'Missio ·, the national branch of the Society for the Propagation
of the Faith, organizing in particular its pension scheme,
'Opus Securitatis '. for indigenous clergy. In Oct. 1981 he
was elected District Superior of Southern Africa and, after a
long wait for a visa, he was able to take up the appointment
in June 1982. The respect that he earned in his short term
of office was shown in the large numbers, including many
from neighbouring dioceses and Lesotho, who turned up for
his funeral in Bethlehem on 7 March. The assembled Spiritans used the sad occasion also to elect a new Superior: Fr.
Gerhard Steffen, 48, who had already served as District
Superior for two terms (1972-78).

England
On 2 Dec., the film · Go Ye Afar· on the Spiritan mission
in the Gambia had its London premiere at the CFS conference centre. Fr. Michael Doheny, C.S.Sp., who had done
the camera work, was not able to be present, but Mr. Paul
Gane, who edited it and wrote the script, and the wellknown television personality Jan Leeming, who narrated it
free of charge, were both present. They were warmly
thanked by the English Provincial, Fr. Tom Friery, in his
address to the gathering. The excellent Muslim-Christian
relations that exist in the Gambia are well brought out in the
film.

USA East
Fr. Henry Koren's history of the Congregation, To the
Ends of the Earth (a complete rewriting and updating of his

earlier history, The Spiritans), was published in January. He
is to be congratulated and thanked for this valuable contribution to our knowledge of the Congregation. Copies may be
ordered from the USA/E Provincialate (6230 Brush Run Rd.,
Bethel Park, Pa. 15102, USA). Fr. Koren is now working on
a history of the Spiritans in the United States and is soon to
publish a • Who Was Who· of Spiritans who worked in
North America.
The Province suffered an unexpected blow on 7 Feb. in
the death, from a heart attack, of the Second Assistant, Fr.
Vincent Cronin, 62. After 15 years as a missionary in Kilimanjaro, he had served in various capacities in the Province,
including that of First Assistant (1979-82).

USA West
The San Carlos Mission Circle, founded in 1971 in the
Spiritan parish of Our Lady of the Valley, Hemet, California,
has raised US $57,000 for the Spiritan missions in Mexico in
the past 12 years. Its members were recently given certificates of appreciation and affiliation by the Provincial of USA
West.

Puerto Rico
Fr. Michael Barrington (England) has been assigned to
Puerto Rico and is due to arrive there shortly, after a language course in Spain.
The Foundation was stunned at the loss of its young
novice master, Fr. John Sakovich, 36, who collapsed while
playing basketball on 1 March and died 20 minutes later.

Jubilarians
65 Years of Profession:
16 July : Fr. Johannes de ROOY (Holland).
60 Years of Profession:
21 June : Br. Leutfried ROEBEN (Canada).
15 Aug. : Frs. John R. MARX and Jerome E. STEGMAN
(USA/E).
60 Years of Priesthood:
29 July : Fr. Patrick WALLIS (Ireland).
5 Aug. : Frs. David HEELAN (Ireland) and Joaquim CASTRO (Portugal).
50 Years of Profession :
21 June : Br. Lutwinus STRICK (Germany).
29 June : Br. Hermes van ECKERT (Holland).
50 Years of Priesthood:
25 June
Frs. Edmund BURKE, Michael COMERFORD and
William HIGGINS (Ireland).
25 July
Bishop Hermanus van ELSWIJK (Holland) and Bishop Joaquim de LANGE (Amazonia).
30 July
Fr. Augustin BERGER (France).

Our Dead
7
8
10
13
15
16
17
17
28
1
2
5
5
21

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Br.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Vincent I. CRONIN (USA/E), 62.
Anton STRACHOTTA (Sthn Africa), 83.
Jean-Marie DRONVAL (France), 72.
Josef BODEN (Germany), 77.
Johannes van DOORNE (Holland), 68.
Josef KIRSTEN (Germany), 80.
Finbarr O'SULLIVAN (Ireland), 71.
Tharsitius MOSER (Germany), 76.
Gabriel GUILLOT (France), 77.
John J. SAKOVICH (Puerto Rico), 36.
Peter STEINBRECHER (Sthn Africa), 54.
Heinrich GOERGEN (Germany), 78.
Antonio de Oliveira GIROTO (Brazil S.E.), 56.
Eduard LOFFELD (Holland), 78.
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